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THE TESTIMONY 



Of Ferrisbiirg Monthly Meeting, concerning Lsdia 
Dean, deceased. 

Our beloved friend, Lydia Dean, was the daughter 
of Joseph and Elizabeth Meader, and horn in the 
town of Rochester, state of New Hampshire, 28th of 
Twelfth month, 1703. 

Her parents were members of the religious Society 
of Friends, and were concerned to train up their 
beloved children in the fear of the Lord. Very early 
in life she was sensibly visited by the light of Christ, 
and under the influence thereof, she was enabled to 
see the path in which she ought to walk; fully be- 
lieving she was called upon to make various sacrifi- 
ces, winch, however trying, she was strengthened to 
perform, and thereby obtained great peace of mind. 

As she advanced in religious experience, she was 
ritade sensible that it would be required of her to 
testify of the goodness and mercy of her dear 
Redeemer. The apprehension of such an engage- 
ment produced much exercise of mind, and a close 
Irinl ill' !i' : r faith, often adopting the language — "My 
family is poor in Mnnassch, and I am the least in my 
father's house." By endeavoring to dwell near her 



Divine Master, and to surrender all unto Him, the 
prospect continued to ripen, and she became more 
impressed with a sense of His wonderful goodness to 
the human family. After many conflicts and proving 
seasons, in the twenty-second year of her age, while 
on a social visit among her relatives in Vermont, she 
was strengthened to give utterance in a public 
Meeting to the following impressive language : — " Oh, 
may we be willing to come under that power that 
brought again from the dead our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ ; that as He lives we may live also." 

In the year 1819, she joined in marriage with our 
friend William Dean, a member of Starksborough 
Monthly Meeting, Vermont ; and soon removed to re- 
side with her husband. In the year 1825, they 
removed to Charlotte, within the compass of this 
Meeting. Though she was not frequent in public 
testimony, yet her ministry was sound and lively, and 
was delivered in the simplicity of the Gospel. She 
was acknowledged a minister in the year 1829 ; and, 
with the approbation of Friends, soon after performed 
a religious visit to some of the scattered members in 
her own Quarterly Meeting. Afterwards, she, in the 
love of the Gospel, made several similar visits ; and, 
in the year 1835, was liberated to perform a religious 
visit in the northern part of New-England Yearly 
Meeting, and some parts of her own ; which service 
she accomplished, although in feeble health, to the 
relief of her own mind, and to the satisfaction of her 
friends. After her return, she was often engaged in 



visiting the Meetings within the limits of her own 
Quarterly Meeting. 

In her religious movements, she was careful to 
watch the pointings of Truth, and her concern to act 
in accordance therewith, brought her, at times, to a 
close trial of faith. In the exercise of her gift, her 
mind was frequently directed towards individuals or 
families; a service for which she was peculiarly 
qualified. In the prospect of a religious engagement 
which she felt to he required of her, her mind was 
drawn towards a family remote from Friends, the 
head of which was a member of our Society, Some 
months previous to leaving home, she remarked to 
her husband, that the day to visit said family was 
clearly shown her. She pursued her prospect until 
wilhin a few days of the time ; being then many miles 
distant, and naturally diffident of her own attain- 
ments, she yielded to the solicitations of her friends, 
to delay the intended family visit a short time. She 
thereby missed seeing the Friend alluded to, who 
had been long confined by sickness, and was very 
desirous of having the company of some Friends ; and 
as his dissolution drew near, he requested that his 
remains might be interred according to the custom of 
Friends, after keeping them three days — being firm 
in the belief, that within that time some minister of 
the Society of Friends would be at that place. His 
funeral, however, was held the day following his 
decease, under the regulations of another religious 
society. Within the time he had mentioned, Lydia 
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Dean arrived in the neighborhood, and being inform- 
ed of what had impressed his mind, and reflecting up- 
on her own previous impressions, she was instructed 
by the coincidence, and was led feelingly to realize, 
the importance of attending closely to clear manifes- 
tations of duty. 

Very different from the above was the result of an 
unusual exercise she was brought into, in relation to 
a company of convicts on board of the steamboat, as 
they were passing down lake Champlain ; whom she 
was very deeply impressed with a concern to visit 
in the love of the Gospel. On application being 
rfta&e to the officer who had them in charge, he at 
first withheld his consent ; but liberty was at length 
granted under certain restrictions. Thus circum- 
stanced, she was advised by some of her friends to 
decline the offer ; but not feeling clear without mov- 
ing as far as way was made, she realized that her 
precious Master was her front and rearward, and 
every obstacle was entirely removed, and utterance 
given, attended with a tendering flow of divine love, 
that made its way into nearly every heart ; and she 
was enabled humbly to enjoy true peace. 

In the year 1841, she obtained the sympathy and 
unity of her Monthly and Quarterly Meetings, to pay 
a religious visit to Friends, and to some who were 
not in membership with them, in some parts of New 
York, Ohio, Philadelphia, and Baltimore Yearly 
Meetings ; which arduous service she was enabled 
to perform, very much to her jrelief. Yet her mind 




■was frequently drawn again to view that field of 
labor; and, abiding under the exercise, she believed 
it required of her again to visit many places within 
the limits of Ohio, Philadelphia, and Baltimore Year- 
ly Meetings, and to visit many families in those parts. 
For this service, she was liberated in the year 1845, 
and was strengthened to accomplish the same, and 
return with the reward of sweet peace. In the year 
1847, she attended New-England Yearly Meeting 
and several Meetings constituting it. 

In 1849 a minute was granted her to make a gene- 
ral visit within the compass of that Yearly Meeting, 
■which she nearly accomplished, but felt best satisfied 
to return home before it was entirely completed, on 
account of her impaired health ; and she subsequently 
expressed her belief, that she was released from the 
remaining part of the prospect. 

Her health continued to decline, although she was 
enabled to attend Meetings in her neighborhood ; and 
in the year 1850 she attended her own Yearly, Quar- 
terly, and Monthly Meetings, and nearly all her par- 
ticular Meetings ; and continued generally to attend 
the latter, until the early part of Fifth month, 1851. 
At the last Meeting she attended, she was strengthen- 
ed to occupy her gift in a very impressive manner, 
and on returning home, she expressed a belief that 
her work was done, and that she should not attend 
another Meeting. 

Her naturally delicate constitution was affected 
more severely, and she was not able again to meet 
with her friends in that capacity. 
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Her illness was lingering and distressing, which 
she endured with Christian resignation ; and in the 
course of her sickness she was qualified to bestow 
counsel and encouragement to many individuals who 
visited her, and was often engaged in supplication to 
the Throne of Grace, on behalf of herself, her friends, 
and fellow-creatures, the world over. 

A few days before her decease, she gave directions ' 
concerning her funeral with composure, and appeared 
to be patiently waiting for her change. 

In passing through the conflicts that ' were allotted 
her, she was enabled to confide in that Power that 
had been her buckler and shield, often expressing het 
desire to be preserved in faith and patience to tfie * 
end. As that solemn moment drew near, she longed 
to be with her Holy Redeemer ; and on the 18th of 
Tenth month, 1851, she departed this life — no doubt "to * 
enjoy that rest which is prepared for the right&otifrr*? ' 
aged nearly fifty-eight years. 

It may be truly said of this dear friend, that she 
faithfully labored for the promotion of right order in 
the Church, and watched with Christian concern any 
innovations, the tendency of which was to lay waste 
the hedge that had been mercifully placed around it. 

She was a kind, affectionate wife, and a tender, 
watchful mother ; earnestly endeavoring to cultivate - 
in the youthful minds of her children a due sense of 
their great obligation to make an early sacrifice of 
their own wills to the will of our Heavenly Father* 



